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Governor Commments on Stimulus

March 26, 2009, Anchorage, Alaska - Governor Sarah Palin was scheduled to
participate telephonically in a meeting with legislative leadership today when
legislative leaders cancelled the meeting to host their own press conference.

Earlier, legislators had expressed concern over whether the governor might veto
funds the legislature might add to the governor's request for federal stimulus funds.
The governor has made her position clear on stimulus funds and would not speculate
on what she might do with legislation that continues to change and has not passed.
While legislative leadership might want to take all federal funds, the legislature
would still have to pass an appropriations bill that they might choose to amend in the
legislative process after hearing more public testimony.

“l can't predict how much or what funds legislators might add to my request, and we
haven't heard all the public testimony yet,” Governor Palin said. “To say now what
might happen with an unknown bill would be premature."

Governor Palin expressed her concerns about accepting federal dollars that come
with strings attached and would require the state to provide additional oversight.
The state has requested federal clarification on those funds.

The governor went on to note, "l have to certify that these funds will create jobs and
stimulate the economy, and that's why | requested federal funds for job-ready
projects. If the legislature wants to add funds to grow government, then | also want
to hear how we will get out of the fiscal hole we'll be in just two years from now
when those temporary stimulus funds are gone."
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