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$25,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 45-5066055Grant Recipient:  Best Beginnings

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

Best Beginnings - Anchorage Imagination Library Books
and Postage

State Funding Requested: $25,000 House District: Anchorage Areawide (11-27)
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Purchase of books and postage for delivery to children in the Anchorage

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $25,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2015 State Funding Request:  ($25,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

Received $15,000 in FY 12, 15,000 in FY 13  and then $15,000 in FY 14 in state capital money

In 2013/14 funding from United Way was $45,000 and funding from Best Beginnings was $181,000. Corporate and individual donations

was $23,000 and the state capital was $15,000. Total project cost in 2013/14 is $258,000

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
The Anchorage Imagination Library (AIL), a local affiliate of the Dolly Parton Imagination Library, provides a book every
month to 8,709 children in the Municipality of Anchorage. All Anchorage children from birth to age 5 are eligible to
participate in the program which works to encourage reading in the home and help prepare children to enter kindergarten
ready to succeed. The program cost is just $30 per child for a book every month for a year. AIL also organizes free events
to give parents tools to make reading fun and extend the learning. In 2013, AIL's 8 events throughout the city attracted 1,638
participants. Scientific studies* have confirmed that Imagination Library children are better prepared for kindergarten, and
the earlier they're enrolled, the better. The effect lingers: participating children score higher on third grade reading tests.

Part of Best Beginnings, the AIL program is managed and delivered by volunteers. This keeps administrative costs very low.
The state funding would be matched dollar for dollar with private and local contributions. In the past 12 months, AIL's
enrollment has grown from 7,389 to 8,709 children--or 39% of Anchorage's children under age five. The monthly invoice for
books and postage is more than $18,000 and growing.

The money provided through the capital budget will go towards continuing to grow the program, particularly in AIL's target
areas: Mountain View, Fairview and Spenard. Without these funds, AIL could be forced to cap growth and turn away new
participants from a low-cost program that has proven benefits. The program is scalable and all capital funding will be put
toward books and postage.
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Project Timeline:
$18,000 monthly expenditures would occur throughout FY2015 

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
The Anchorage Imagination Library

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Karen Matthias
Title: Volunteer Steering Committee Chair
Address: 3350 Commercial Dr. Ste. 104A

Anchorge, Alaska 99501
Phone Number: 301-1022
Email: kjmatthias@gmail.com

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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