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$245,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 51-0191463Grant Recipient:  North Star Volunteer Fire Department

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

North Star Volunteer Fire Department, Inc. - Fire Engine

State Funding Requested: $245,000 House District: 7 / D
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Replace a 25-year old fire engine with a fire engine that meets current national fire apparatus standards
and provides for the safety of the firefighters

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $490,000

Funding Secured Other Pending Requests Anticipated Future Need

Amount FY Amount FY Amount FY

Other Funds $150,000 FY10 $95,000

Total $150,000 $95,000

Explanation of Other Funds:

This capital request asks for 50% of the total cost of the fire truck.  The balance of the purchase price will be from the Fire Service Area

Fund Balance or the FNSB Purchase/Lease Plan.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
This project will replace North Star Volunteer Fire Department Engine 38.  This engine was originally owned by the Moose
Creek Volunteer Fire Department and was acquired by North Star when the Moose Creek department folded and merged
with North Star VFD in 1993.  

The proposal is to replace Eng. 38 with a (similar) commercial cab type fire engine, with a four door cab to safely transport
firefighters and to service the recently annexed Chena Hot Springs Road area.  A 6-wheel-drive system is recommended for
this area, to better negotiate steep grades, unimproved roads and driveways.  The drive train of the replacement fire engine
will also be equipped with positive driving rear axles and automatic tire chains.  This has proven to be an effective
combination on NSVFD’s more recent fire apparatus.  

This engine is over 25 years old, manufactured in 1985 by FMC.  The fire engine is now obsolete and repairs are difficult
and costly to perform and parts are very difficult to obtain.  The National Fire Protection Association standard on Fire
Apparatus, NFPA 1901 annex D, strongly recommends fire apparatus manufactured before 1994 be replaced due to safety
and performance concerns.  

The North Star Volunteer Fire Department Board of Directors and the North Star Fire Service Area Commission has
identified this apparatus as its number one priority for replacement in the North Star Volunteer Fire Department’s Strategic
Plan and Capital Improvement Program. 
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The primary response area for this fire engine will be the recently annexed areas located in the hills around the Chena Hot
Springs Road.  This area has unique terrain not found in the other 95 square miles of the North Star Fire Service Area.  The
majority of our service area is flat land and our current fleet is designed to respond to that type of terrain.  The newly
annexed area is very hilly with steep grades, narrow unimproved roads and driveways.  Further fire service area expansion
in this area is anticipated and the need for this apparatus is critical to provide quick, safe response to the residents in the
area.

Project Timeline:
Design work is nearly complete and ready to be sent out to bid once funding is acquired.  Once the bids are received and a
bid awarded construction time is estimated to be between 10 - 12 months.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
North Star Volunteer Fire Department

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Jeff Tucker
Address: 2358 Bradway road

North Pole, AK 99705
Phone Number: (907)488-3400
Email: jtucker@northstarfire.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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