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Agency: Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)
Grant Recipient: Sealaska Heritage Institute
Project Title:

Federal Tax ID: 920081844

Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Sealaska Heritage Institute - Southeast Alaska Native
Cultural and Visitor Center
State Funding Requested: $4,000,000
Future Funding May Be Requested

House District: Juneau Areawide (3-4)

Brief Project Description:
The project will provide a center for visitors to learn about Southeast Alaska Native art, culture, and
history while providing an educational arm for developing curriculum, culture, and language programs.
This center would also provide much needed space for performing Native arts as well as arts
instruction.

Funding Plan:
Total Cost of Project: $20,000,000
Funding Secured
Amount

Federal Funds

$0

State Funds

$0

Denali Commission

$0

Rasmuson Foundation

$0

Other Pending Requests
FY

Amount

FY

Anticipated Future Need
Amount

FY

$8,000,000
$3,000,000
$1,000,000

Local Funds

$2,000,000

Other Funds

$1,000,000

Total

$1,000,000

$1,000,000
$8,000,000

$7,000,000

Explanation of Other Funds:
Sealaska Corporation and other Alaska Native Regional Corporations

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
In light of the need for cultural preservation, Sealaska Heritage Institute (SHI) proposes construction of a Southeast Alaska
Native Cultural and Visitor Center in Juneau. SHI seeks funds in the amount of $4,000,000.00 to move this project from
concept to planning, site acquisition, to retain architectural and engineering consultants to do site evaluation, to draft the
architectural plan, and act as a catalyst for further federal and foundations funding.
Sealaska Heritage Institute, a multipurpose, non-profit, cultural institution, has in its capacity as a cultural repository for the
Tlingit, Haida, and Tsimshian peoples built an extensive collection of art and archival materials that document the histories
and cultures of these peoples from pre-contact to the present. A significant portion of these collections has come to the
Institute in the form of both donations and loans from artists, political leaders, clans, elders, activists and traditional leaders,
who see SHI as a responsible repository for these cultural and historical treasures. The SHI ethnographic and archives
collections have become working research collections, and are utilized by researchers in conjunction with the extensive SHI
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Research Library.
Given the ever-increasing interest in both growing and utilizing the Sealaska Heritage Institute’s ethnographic and archives
collections, the Institute is now ready to implement extensive collections management initiatives and projects to ensure that
these cultural treasures are properly documented and preserved. When properly cared for and documented, these
collections will continue to provide testimony to living, vibrant cultural heritages and histories. These collections provide an
ancient link to the people’s ancestral memory, and establish and sustain their place in both the ancient and modern mosaic
of cultures.
The purpose of the cultural and visitor center is:
-preserving archival materials documenting Native history and issues, particularly the legacies of ANCSA corporations and
making them available for research
-curating and exhibiting priceless ethnographic collections (and notably shamanic objects) that are returned from national
museums under the terms of the Native American Protection Act of 1990
-serving as a federally-certified archaeological repository for prehistoric and historic artifacts that are being excavated from
archaeological sites in Southeast Alaska
-developing culturally-based educational materials and programs and their integration into the educational system
-supporting the preservation and enhancement of Southeast Alaska Native visual and performing arts, cultures and
languages.
The Complex will consist of:
-a living history center that provides for ongoing instructional/informational lessons in the various arts
-a climate-controlled archival and ethnographic collections center and a federally-certified archaeological repository
-ground floor space for SHI’s ethnographic exhibition and Alaska Native Artists’ Market
-a “cultural center” for cultural and educational activities, including lectures, demonstrations, and classes
-sufficient space for researchers, cultural development, educational staff, and general support
By preserving and displaying the collections, the Center will multiply its focus targeting the tourism and visitor market in
addition to providing researchers access to these historical materials in Alaska and around the world. Research findings will
provide the context in which policy will be crafted to benefit Alaska Native society in the future. The findings will also guide
other states and countries that are assessing the Native corporate model.
With the support of the State of Alaska, Sealaska Heritage Institute is also working with foundations, businesses, private
donors, and our federal delegation to secure funding that will bring this magnificent and much needed facility to Juneau. Not
only will this be a great centerpiece for downtown, but it will also tie into the City of Juneau’s long term facility needs
planning process.

Project Timeline:
Project planning and site evaluation/acquisition will begin immediately after funding is secured. Final construction of the
facility will be by December 2015.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Sealaska Heritage Institute
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name:
Address:

Sealaska Heritage Institute
One Sealaska Plaza, Suite 301
Juneau, AK 99801
Phone Number: (907)586-9266
Email:
Rosita.Worl@Sealaska.com
Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes

No
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