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$6,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)
Grant Recipient:  Anchorage

Project Title: Project Type: Equipment and Materials

Anchorage - Mountain View Public Library

State Funding Requested: $6,000 House District: 20 / J
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
Media/Bestseller Books and Outdoor Reader-Board Sign to Post Community Events.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $6,000

There is no other funding needed
Explanation of Other Funds:

$5,000 Media/Bestseller Books

$1,000 Outdoor Reader-Board Sign to Post Community Events

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
PROJECT DESCRIPTION
This grant is sought as part of the Anchorage Library Renewal Initiative. The Anchorage Library REnewal Initiative was
launched in 2006 to revitalize Anchorage Public Library operations, increase outreach to the community and create
state-of-the-art facilities. At the launch of the Initiative, the Anchorage Public Library had operated on a flat or decreasing
budget for many years, and had fallen behind in its facilities maintenance and acquisition of new materials and library
equipment. Over $14M was invested to build new facilities, upgrade technology and purchase new materials and
equipment. With the 2009 financial crisis, the Municipality was forced to make budget cuts and the library lost its capacity to
maintain a baseline investment in materials and equipment. This grant would help continue that investment in materials and
equipment. This grant would help continue that investment until the Municipal budget recovers and prevent the Library from
backtracking into previous inadequate levels.

Great libraries are a direct reflection on the strength and vitality of the community and we can all be proud of the investment
our community is making in creating libraries that transform lives.

JUSTIFICATION
The Anchorage Public Library community plan was developed in 2009 to create long-term, community-supported vision for
the future of the Library. Over 6,000 residents participated in the process and the final plan will shape the growth and
direction of the Library for the next twenty years. The findings of the plan are unsettling -- in Alaska's boom and bust
economy, the library has seen deep cuts during the difficult years, but little restoration during the good years. Compared to
its peer libraries across the country, APL's budget for materials and equipment is grossly underfunded.

The community plan lays out long-term strategies to address Library funding; a state capital grant would address current
funding disparities and prevent the library from falling even further behind its peers. This grant would have a tremendous
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positive impact on the people of Anchorage.

Project Timeline:
2010 and until funds are spent.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Municipality of Anchorage

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Karen Keller
Address: 3600 Denali Street

Anchorage, AK 99503
Phone Number: (907)343-2892
Email: kellerka@muni.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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