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$107,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-0037488Grant Recipient:  Fairbanks Native Association

Project Title: Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Fairbanks Native Association - Hannah Solomon Kitchen
Expansion and Safety Project

State Funding Requested: $333,410 House District: Fairbanks Areawide (7-11)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
FNA is seeking one-time funds to augment the Hannah Solomon Building, which is a senior center as
defined by the Older Americans Act, by adding a new kitchen with larger appliances and exterior
electric outlets to directly benefit 350 seniors. 

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $360,410 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2012 State Funding Request:  ($333,410)
Project Deficit:  $27,000 

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Our objective is to improve the health of 350 seniors through better nutrition at the FNA Elders program. FNA is seeking
one-time funds to augment the Hannah Solomon Building, which is a senior center as defined by the Older Americans Act,
by adding a new kitchen with larger appliances and exterior electric outlets. The renovated kitchen and food preparation
area will directly benefit 350 seniors who partake in congregate meals, home delivered meals, events held at the Hannah
Solomon Building, and distribution of traditional foods through the senior center. Funding from the Rasmuson foundation will
replace the furnace, flooring in both bathrooms, and repair the roof of the Department offices.  

Need: The Hannah Solomon building located at 317 Wendell Street in Fairbanks cannot handle the increasing number of
seniors who come for hot lunch every Monday through Friday. Expanding the building will provide a larger cooking area to
prepare food for congregate meals, home-delivered meals, workshops, and events. It will give staff an area to prepare
donated meat, fish and other traditional foods important to Native Elders’ diets and spiritual and cultural well-being. 

Safety: New commercial appliances will allow us to prepare and store food in larger quantities, which is particularly helpful
for donated game meat, fish, berries, and other traditional foods. The dishwasher will increase sanitation (there is currently
no dishwasher.) The current appliances are standard size and as old as the building.

The porch area in the back of the building will be replaced by a 10’ x 30’ kitchen with commercial refrigerator, stove, and
dishwasher. This renovation will triple the size of the kitchen. The current kitchen is 11’ x 9’. The new kitchen will have larger
food storage and preparation capacity. The kitchen will include standard features for a commercial kitchen such as easy to
clean countertops, backsplashes and other surfaces, space for food and equipment storage, a microwave oven, and a triple
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aluminum sink. An opening between the new kitchen and the dining room area will allow food to be passed quickly to the
dining area. Flooring and fixtures will be appropriate for a commercial food preparation kitchen. New ventilation and R23
insulation will reduce energy consumption.

ADA Compliance: The addition will also include an entry area, separate from the kitchen, with wheelchair access and a coat
hanging area. Floors and floor coverings in the entry area will be uniform with dining area to accommodate those with
walkers and wheelchairs.  

Building to Code: The roof on the addition will tie in with two existing roof lines. Appropriate alterations will be made to the
support structure, electrical and heating systems, fixtures, doors, and other necessary renovations to the existing space in
order to accommodate the reconfigured building. An additional electrical subpanel will be added to safely address the
increased electrical burden of the appliances and outdoor outlets.  

External outlets will be added for outdoor activities and winter car plug-in. The entire building will be painted. A storage shed
off the current deck will be moved. The project will meet all building, health and safety standards set by the state, city and
borough for a senior center.

Project Timeline:
If funds can be secured by July, it is possible the project could be completed by October, 2011. It would be difficult to fund a
contractor in Fairbanks at a competitive rate if late in assuming the acquisition of funds. The external construction of the
project will be launched in Spring 2012. This project is expected to be completed by the end of Summer 2012.  

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Community Services Department of Fairbanks Native Association

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Freda Williams
Title: Director of Community Services Department
Address: 315 Wendell Street, 2nd Floor

Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
Phone Number: (907)452-5225
Email: commsvs1@alaska.net

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? Yes X No
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What is Fairbanks Native Association? 

 

FNA is a grant-funded community non-profit organization. We are a charity just like the Red 

Cross, or the food bank. We provide Education, Behavioral Health, and Community Services to 

the Fairbanks North Star Borough and clients from all over the state.  

 

Important points that make us who we are: 

1. FNA is a major Alaska employer with a dedicated staff of 218; about 45% are Native.  

2. FNA serves the whole community – some programs serve more non-Natives than Natives. 

3. FNA has a budget of $12 million. That money comes from federal, state and private grants, 

as well as a very small amount from bingo operations and donations.  

4. FNA is not an ANCSA corporation; it does not have acreage and funds conveyed by the 

1971 Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act. 

5. FNA is a social service provider: we are restricted by the grant money we are awarded to 

provide only the services to federal and state grants allow us to. FNA cannot spend 

operating grant money on capital projects. 

 

FNA Programs:   

 

Behavioral Health Services  

 Ralph Perdue Center  

 Gateway to Recovery  

 Women & Children’s Center for Inner Healing  

 Graf Rheeneerhaanjii  

 Fairbanks Alcohol Safety Action Program (FASAP)  
 

Education 

 Early Head Start 

 Head Start  

 Parents as Teachers 

 Johnson O’Malley – tutoring and cultural activities for Native students  

 

Community Services  

 Community Services & Elders  

 

FNA's mission is: “To provide quality services in a professional manner for our membership 

and the greater Fairbanks community. These services are provided through special and 

innovative programs which preserve the member’s unique lifestyle and culture while improving 

the quality of life.” 

 

FNA was founded in 1963 by a small group of activists who wanted Natives to have a culturally-

friendly place in the urban center of Fairbanks. The volunteer group hosted craft sales, potlatches 

and other cultural events. In the 1970s FNA added sobriety and recovery services, followed later 

by an elders program, a preschool, and several programs for adolescents, and by the late 1990s, 

FNA was administering more than 30 federal, state and private grants. 



Hannah Solomon Building back Deck Area. 

Hannah Solomon Deck Area and Storage Shed 
at 317 Wendell St. in Fairbanks. 



Wheel chair access to Deck Area. 

 

 
 

 

Limited counter space for safe food prep. 



Residential-quality,  
not commercial-quality stove. 

Residential-quality,  
not commercial-quality refrigerator. 



Crowded sink area. 

Table to augment counter space. 


