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$170,000

Approved

Agency:  Department of Natural Resources

Project Title: Project Type: Other

Canada Thistle Infestations Eradication and Control

State Funding Requested: $125,000 House District: Anchorage Areawide (16-32)
Future Funding May Be Requested

Brief Project Description:
The DNR proposes to partner with the Anchorage Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) to
control Canada thistle infestations. Efforts will focus on eradicating populations that threaten to impact
other areas or key resources.

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $170,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2012 State Funding Request:  ($125,000)
Project Deficit:  $45,000 
Funding Details:

n/a

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Canada thistle (Circium arvense), has a limited distribution on the mainland portions of Southcentral and Interior Alaska
where little to no C. thistle is located outside of the Anchorage Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) boundaries.
These areas have had extensive inventory work completed that identifies the Anchorage CWMA boundaries as the hot spot
for C. thistle. Other CWMAs with small C. thistle infestations are working to eradicate the infestations. Beginning to manage
C. thistle within the Anchorage CWMA boundaries will prevent its spread to adjacent areas. The Anchorage area includes
lands with habitats that support moose, bear, dall sheep, salmon and other valuable resources. Beginning to manage C.
thistle will prevent impacts to these valuable resources.

Little to no infestations of C. thistle in Anchorage have been managed since discovery of C. thistle in 2008. Through this
project, we intend to control C. thistle infestations in Anchorage by reducing the size and extent of infestations to
background levels. C. thistle control will focus on infestations along pathways to other areas of Alaska, and pathways to
valued habitats. Records indicate that approximately 35 acres of C. thistle are present in the Anchorage area.

Project Timeline:
The proposed project will seek to reduce the infested area to approximately half the current area within 2-5 years.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Division of Agriculture, Plant Materials Center
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Gino Graziano
Title: Natural Resource Specialist
Address: 5310 S. Bodenburg Spur Road

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Phone Number: 745-8127
Email: gino.graziano@alaska.gov

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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