STATE OF ALASKA [ cummescomon

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR FO. BOX 110020

JUNEAU, ALASKA 89811-0020
TELEPHONE: {907) 465-4660
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET FAX: (907) 465-3640

January 14, 2011

D1, William Doolittle, Chair

Members of the Board of Trustees

M. Jeff Jessee, Executive Director
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority
3745 Community Park Loop, Suite 200
Anchorage, AK 99508

Dear Dr. Doolittle, Members of the Board of Trustees, and Mr. Jessee,

Thank you for your continued efforts and dedication to the goals of the Mental Health Trust (Trust)
and the work you do on behalf of the Trust’s beneficiaries.

Enclosed are reports comparing I'rust recommendations with those items included in the
Governor’s operating and capital budgets. 1 sincerely appreciate the willingness of the Trust to work
with the State to develop a responsible funding plan for FY2012 and beyond.

The Mental Health Trust requested a total of $28.2 million in general fund mental health, Mental
Health T'rust Authority Authorized and Mental Health Trust Administration funding, The Governor
was able to include a total of $23.8 million. While this did not include all of the Trust requests, the
FY2012 budget is an increase of $9.2 million in general fund mental health receipts over the current
yeﬂl’.

Increases to the general fund mental health budget include funding to promote safe homes and
strong families and to protect vulnerable Alaskans. Significant increases were also included in the
Bring the Kids Home and the Disability Justice focus arcas.

The following highlights the Trust recommendations included in the Govetnot’s request:

¢ The Community Behavioral Health Centers Outpatient and Emergency Residential Services
and ‘T'raining program received a $380,000 general fund mental health increase in the base
budget. This Bring the Kids Home program funding will enhance outpatient services to
assist families in dealing with youth through home and community-based services and avoid
costly residential care.

¢ 'T'he Sobering Center in Bethel was provided $350,000 in general fund mental health funding
for annual operating costs. This center will protect chronic inchriates who are a danger to
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themselves and others and reduce protective custody holds in the Yukon-IKuskokwim
Correctional Centet.

¢ Permanent funding for a Long -Term Care Ombudsman Investigator and increased travel
funding totaled $120,000 in general fund mental health receipts. This funding will assist in
protecting seniors and provide public education, consultation, and technical assistance to
families and providers throughout Alaska.

® The Alaska Psychiatric Residency program was provided $202,000 in general fund mental
health receipts. This workforce development program funding will be used to develop and
implement an in-state psychiatric residency program as a long term strategy for the
recruitment and retention of psychiatrists to address the significant shortage of psychiatrists
in Alaskan public agencies serving Trust beneficiaries.

e Inaddition to the Mental Health Trust Authority budget recomimendations, the State
provided general fund mental health receipts for the Behavioral Health Medicaid program
and for salary increases that totaled over $6.7 million dollars.

We appreciate your work on results-based and biennial budgeting. Your continuing use of focus
groups to arrive at compichensive strategies for benefiting the lives of Trust beneficiaries is
commendable. On the progtam side, your continued efforts on Bring the Kids Home, workforce
development, disability justice, and the homeless are of great value to beneficiaries of the Trust and
the State as a whole.

In summary, the Governor’s FY2012 operating and capital mental health trust budget totals
$224.1 million. We look forward to wotking with you on securing passage of the FY2012 mental
health budget bill.

Sincerely},

Karen J. Rehfeld
Director

Enclosures: FY2012 Mental Health Budget Summary
FY2012 Mental Health Operating Budget Comparison
FY2(1M2 Mental Health Capital Budget Comparison
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