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Agency: Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)
Grant Recipient: Sterling Area Senior Citizens, Inc.
Project Title:

Federal Tax ID: 94-3100045

Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Sterling Area Senior Citizens, Inc. - Garage for Storage
and Work Shop
State Funding Requested: $300,000
One-Time Need

House District: Kenai Areawide (33-35)

Brief Project Description:
The Sterling Senior Center has been in need of additional storage, and a workshop for a very long time.
Sterling Priority #1.

Funding Plan:
Total Project Cost:
Funding Already Secured:
FY2013 State Funding Request:
Project Deficit:

$300,000
($0)
($300,000)
$0

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
For a very long time, the Sterling Senior Center had been in dire need of a heated building in order to store items not used
on a daily basis and also to use as a work shop. Our storage space inside our center is limited to a small closet, the pantry
in the kitchen, and some cupboards above the table and chairs closet which are inaccessible without a ladder. Below are
some of the reason that necessitate the new building: 1) Loan Closet: Our senior center offers items for individuals to
borrow that they may not be able to afford to purchase or that they only need for a short time; for instance, crutches,
walkers, and wheelchairs. We only have space for a couple of each item and have had to turn people away because we
were out of something. 2) Commodity Boxes: We are the organization that passes out the commodity boxes to the Sterling
residents each month. these boxes need to be stored in a warm, locked place. Right now, the only location we can store
the boxes until everybody comes to retrieve them is our storage closet inside the building. Unfortunately, the closet is so
small that it is difficult to get to anything else while these are in there. 3) Christmas Angels and Food Boxes: During the
holidays, we serve as the central location for both the Christmas Angels and the holiday food boxes for the needy families in
Sterling. Our building becomes inundated with donations, and there is nowhere to store the items so they are just left in our
main hall. During this time, we are having fundraisers and other holiday events. 4) Additional Pantry Space: Another issue
we have always been fighting with is the amount of food we can store here at one time. In order to save money, we need to
purchase in bulk the items we use regularly. Unfortunately, without the space to store it, we cannot keep as much as we
would like on hand. 5) Heated Area for Supplies: We have far more supplies that need to be store in a dry, warm are than
the center can accommodate. As such, many of the items that we do not use on a daily basis are being held at member's
houses, despite the fact that they have limited space as well. This makes it difficult to keep track of where everything is
when it is needed and impossible to retrieve the items if the member that is holding them is out of town. 6) Flammable
Materials Storage: We do, on occasion, have a need to store flammable materials but have nowhere to put an approved
flammables cabinet. 7) Work Shop: Our maintenance man needs a warm place to repair items and do carpentry. 8) Lawn
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Mower and Snow Blower: We are fortunate to have a riding lawn mower and a large snow blower for our maintenance man
to use. Unfortunately, these items have to be left outside all year round and because they are not protected from the cold,
we consistently have to make repairs to them at the beginning of each season. 9) Meals on Wheels Van: Eventually, we
plan to get a vehicle for our Meals on Wheels delivery and for driving seniors to the grocery store and doctors appointments.
When we do get the van, we will need a garage to store it in.

Project Timeline:
To be determined

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Sterling Area Senior Citizens, Inc.

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name:
Title:
Address:

Heather Dunbar
Citizen
34453 Sterling Highway
Sterling, Alaska 99672
Phone Number: (907)262-6808
Email:
sterlingseniorcenter@alaska.net
Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes

No
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KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH
Year 2012 State Capital Improvement Projects
COMMUNITY: STERLING
Funding Recipient:

Sterling Area Senior Citizens, Inc.

Project Name:

Garage for Storage and Work Shop

Project Priority
Ranking:
1

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
For a very long time, the Sterling Senior Center had been in dire need of a heated building in order to store items not used on
a daily basis and also to use as a work shop. Our storage space inside our center is limited to a small closet, the pantry in the
kitchen, and some cupboards above the table and chairs closet which are inaccessible without a ladder. Below are some of
the reason that necessitate the new building: 1) Loan Closet: Our senior center offers items for individuals to borrow that they
may not be able to afford to purchase or that they only need for a short time; for instance, crutches, walkers, and wheelchairs.
We only have space for a couple of each item and have had to turn people away because we were out of something. 2)
Commodity Boxes: We are the organization that passes out the commodity boxes to the Sterling residents each month. these
boxes need to be stored in a warm, locked place. Right now, the only location we can store the boxes until everybody comes
to retrieve them is our storage closet inside the building. Unfortunately, the closet is so small that it is difficult to get to
anything else while these are in there. 3) Christmas Angels and Food Boxes: During the holidays, we serve as the central
location for both the Christmas Angels and the holiday food boxes for the needy families in Sterling. Our building becomes
inundated with donations, and there is nowhere to store the items so they are just left in our main hall. During this time, we
are having fundraisers and other holiday events. 4) Additional Pantry Space: Another issue we have always been fighting with
is the amount of food we can store here at one time. In order to save money, we need to purchase in bulk the items we use
regularly. Unfortunately, without the space to store it, we cannot keep as much as we would like on hand. 5) Heated Area for
Supplies: We have far more supplies that need to be store in a dry, warm are than the center can accommodate. As such,
many of the items that we do not use on a daily basis are being held at member's houses, despite the fact that they have limited
space as well. This makes it difficult to keep track of where everything is when it is needed and impossible to retrieve the items
if the member that is holding them is out of town. 6) Flammable Materials Storage: We do, on occasion, have a need to store
flammable materials but have nowhere to put an approved flammables cabinet. 7) Work Shop: Our maintenance man needs
a warm place to repair items and do carpentry. 8) Lawn Mower and Snow Blower: We are fortunate to have a riding lawn
mower and a large snow blower for our maintenance man to use. Unfortunately, these items have to be left outside all year
round and because they are not protected from the cold, we consistently have to make repairs to them at the beginning of each
season. 9) Meals on Wheels Van: Eventually, we plan to get a vehicle for our Meals on Wheels delivery and for driving seniors
to the grocery store and doctors appointments. When we do get the van, we will need a garage to store it in.

Funding Request:

$

300,000

Total Project Cost:

$

300,000

Election District:

Senate:

Q

House:

34

CONTACT INFORMATION
Heather Dunbar

Phone:

907-262-6808

34453 Sterling Highway

Fax:

907-262-3883

Sterling, Alaska 99672

E-mail:

sterlingseniorcenter@alaska.net

How did the Community select this project as a funding priority?
A community meeting was held on October 17th at 6:00pm. Approximately 100 Sterling residents attended the meeting
and chose this project as the 1st priority in Sterling.
If a Community Meeting was conducted, how was it advertised? When and where was it held? Who attended?
Notices for the community meeting were put in the local newspaper and our newsletter. Additionally, the other main
organizations in Sterling were contacted regarding the meeting. It was held on October 17th at 6:00pm at the Sterling
Senior Center.
Who owns the property and what is the status of the land for the project?
Sterling Area Senior Citizens owns the property.
Who will own the project or facility?
Sterling Area Senior Citizens.
Entity responsible for ongoing operation and maintenance of this project:
Sterling Area Senior Citizens.
How will operations and maintenance be funded after the project is complete?
The operations and maintenance will be primarily funded through donations, volunteer work, and fundraisers.

