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$780,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Municipalities (AS 37.05.315)

Federal Tax ID: 92-6000194Grant Recipient:  Palmer

Project Title: Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Palmer - Public Safety Projects

State Funding Requested: $780,000 House District: Mat-Su Areawide (13-16)
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
This project consists of three small projects within the Department of Public Safety:
Fire Tanker Replacement, Replacement of Fire Station 3-1 Roof, and Boiler Replacement

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $780,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2013 State Funding Request:  ($780,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

The State of Alaska has not provided previous funding for this project bundle.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Public Safety smaller projects included in this bundle are as follow:

1.
Fire Tanker Replacement ($450,000)
A new water tanker will replace the 1973 tanker which was removed in 2010, after 36 years of service.  Normal service life is
about 20 years.  Reliable transport of water to emergency scenes is vital for safety.  If the water system were off line due to
a break or other natural disaster, the need for water for fire response would be critical.  There is no water tanker in the City
response fleet.  Today, the Greater Palmer Fire Service Area contracts for fire protection with the City of Palmer, without
which the City would be left with no water transportation capabilities.

2.
Replacement of Fire Station 3-1 Roof ($285,000)
The existing roof on Fire Station 31 in downtown Palmer is original to the building's construction in 1978.  Minor leaks are
continually occurring near fire response apparatus in the bays, and without repair the roof will continue to degrade.  The roof
is leaking and the plywood boards and other sub-layers are collecting moisture with the potential for mold.  Personal
protective equipment is stored in the station and is subject to damage from leaking water. A roof replacement would allow
the continued and effective future use of the fire station.

3.
Public Safety Boiler Replacement ($45,000)
The Public Safety Building boiler dates to about 1981 and has reached the end of its useful life.  This boiler heats the side of
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the facility occupied by the Alaska State Troopers, who lease this City facility. The adjacent Public Safety Police Building
boiler (occupied by Palmer Police and Mat-Su Pre-Trial Intake center) failed in the summer of 2011 and was replaced. 
Potential for failure of the boiler on the Alaska State Troopers side of the facility would negatively impact State Trooper
operations in the building.  A new boiler will be energy efficient, saving the City money in maintenance and fuel costs.

Project Timeline:
If this project receives legislative funding, design work would begin upon funding notification in 2012, with construction to
commence in the summer of 2013.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
City of Palmer

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Douglas B. Griffin
Title: City Manager
Address: 231 W. Evergreen Avenue

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Phone Number: (907)761-1317
Email: dgriffin@palmerak.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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Priority 2: 
Public Safety Projects 
Impact:  Life, Health and Safety, Critical Infrastructure, Quality of Life 
 

Fire Tanker Replacement ($450,000) 
A new water tanker will replace the 1973 tanker which 
was removed in 2010, after 36 years of service.  Normal 
service life is about 20 years.  Reliable transport of 
water to emergency scenes is vital for safety.  If the 
water system were off line due to a break or other 
natural disaster, the need for water for fire response 
would be critical.  There is no water tanker in the City 
response fleet.  Today, the Greater Palmer Fire Service 
Area contracts for fire protection with the City of 
Palmer, without which the City would be left with no 
water transportation capabilities. 

 
Replacement of Fire Station 3-1 Roof ($285,000) 
The existing roof on Fire Station 31 in downtown 
Palmer is original to the building’s construction in 

1978.  Minor leaks are continually occurring near fire response apparatus in the bays, and without repair 
the roof will continue to degrade.  The roof is leaking and the plywood boards and other sub-layers are 
collecting moisture with the potential for mold.  
Personal protective equipment is stored in the 
station and is subject to damage from leaking 
water. A roof replacement would allow the 
continued and effective future use of the fire 
station. 
 
Public Safety Boiler Replacement ($45,000) 
The Public Safety Building boiler dates to about 
1981 and has reached the end of its useful life.  
This boiler heats the side of the facility occupied 
by the Alaska State Troopers, who lease this City 
facility. The adjacent Public Safety Police Building 
boiler (occupied by Palmer Police and Mat-Su 
Pre-Trial Intake center) failed in the summer of 
2011 and was replaced.  Potential for failure of 
the boiler on the Alaska State Troopers side of the facility would negatively impact State Trooper 
operations in the building.  A new boiler will be energy efficient, saving the City money in maintenance 
and fuel costs. 
 

Total Project Cost for Public Safety Projects: $780,000 
State Request: $780,000 
CONTACT- Thomas Cohenour, Director of Public Works (907) 745-3400  


