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$90,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: 92-0057120Grant Recipient:  Southeast Island School District

Project Title: Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Southeast Island School District - Greenhouse and
Wood-Fired Boiler-Produce and Heat for Barry Stewart
School-Kasaan

State Funding Requested: $90,000 House District: 5 / C
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Construction of a greenhouse to grow produce for the school food program at the Kasaan School and
excess fruit and vegetables can be sold as a school fundraiser. A cost-effective wood-fired boiler would
provide heat for the school and the greenhouse.

Funding Plan: 
Total Project Cost:  $90,000 
Funding Already Secured:  ($0)
FY2013 State Funding Request:  ($90,000)
Project Deficit:  $0 
Funding Details:

new project

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Southeast Island School District schools are very rural and have limited access to fresh fruit and vegetables  for many
reasons. The wet climate, short growing seasons, limited available land for farming, high costs of shipping and  constant
disruption of freight delivery prevents the District from obtaining and providing fresh fruits and vegetables to our students. 

With a greenhouse ($49,000), the District can provide healthy foods to students and provide a curriculum for all grade levels
for instruction and hands on learning in agricultural science, math and business practices. Additionally, local contractors,
District employees and students will be used to construct the greenhouse, providing students with training in construction,
engineering as well as employment for local community members and students presently and in the future. 

Small districts cannot support the travel necessary for sports or educational travel. Fund raising by students puts heavy
pressure on the local population. Parents are responsible for much of the cost and often do not allow their students to
participate due to the financial burden on the family. Finding ways to raise money by selling something people actually need
and would buy anyway, greatly reduces the pressure on our communities where poverty is the norm. Having fresh produce
shipped in costs about $5.00 a pound. Increased variety and affordability make this a huge benefit to the school lunch
program and the community.   Projects like this help students to learn a trade and business skills rather than running raffles.
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The District owns land that the greenhouse would be constructed on. If Kasaan School secures funding for a wood-fired
boiler requested with this project, the greenhouse can be efficiently and inexpensively heated by using wood that is plentiful
and easy to access in the community. 

Funding wood-fired boilers though Alaska Energy Authority requires the most expensive boilers. We are requesting funding
as a State funded capital project because we can do the project with 20 percent ($41,000) of what is required by the Alaska
Energy Authority program.  These wood-fired boilers are cheaper and easier to operate on a day to day basis and make
perfect sense for our small schools.

Project Timeline:
Materials would be purchased as soon as funding is available. Construction time would be relatively short and project could
be completed within 2 to 3 months. 

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Southeast Island School District

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Lauren Burch
Title: Superintendent
Address: 1010 Sandy Beach Road

Thorne Bay, Alaska 99919
Phone Number: (907)828-8254
Email: lburch@sisd.org

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No
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