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Agency: Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)
Grant Recipient: Partners for Progress
Project Title:

Federal Tax ID: 92-0162532

Project Type: New Construction and Land Acquisition

Partners for Progress - Reducing Criminal Recidivism in
Anchorage: A Multi-Agency Transitional Housing Model
State Funding Requested: $600,000
Future Funding May Be Requested

House District: Anchorage Areawide (11-27)

Brief Project Description:
This project would fund transitional rental housing assistance to probationers referred by the
Department of Corrections.

Funding Plan:
Total Project Cost:
Funding Already Secured:
FY2014 State Funding Request:
Project Deficit:

$1,800,000
($140,000)
($600,000)
$1,060,000

Funding Details:
In FY13 AHFC funding for HAP projects was cut across the board. As a result, the program received only $140,000 in FY13.

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Program title:
Reducing Criminal Recidivism in Anchorage: A Multi-Agency Transitional Housing Model
Program's Funding History and Purpose: Partners for Progress has been providing transitional rental housing assistance to
probationers for the past four years, under an agreement with DOC. So far, approximately 441 individuals have received
temporary housing and housing related assistance in Anchorage and vicinity. The program has been closely coordinated
with DOC's institutional and field probation officers, with providers of rental housing, and with non-profit organizations that
provide other services necessary for ex-offenders to become law-abiding, self-sufficient members of the community.
In FY13 AHFC funding for HAP projects was cut across the board. As a result, our program received only $140,000 in
FY13. However, our funding history has provided some important insights.
Housing is the type of assistance that is most frequently requested by reentering prisoners. We have learned that rental
and housing-related assistance, such as bus passes and food cards, can be used to motivate ex-offenders to take
othersteps along a pathway towards successful reentry into the community. Knowing this, we have conditioned receipt of
temporary housing assistance on compliance with DOC requirements: searching for a job, and attending addiction
treatment, counseling and mentoring groups.
Collaboration among agencies that provide reentry services allows us to share information and hold recipients of housing
assistance responsible for taking the steps necessary to become self-sufficient, law-abiding members of the community.
The proposed increment would make it possible to take this small successful model to scale in Anchorage. The four
agencies choose Anchorage as the target for this coordinated effort to reduce criminal recidivism on the basis of the Alaska
Judicial Council's recent study of criminal recidivism in Alaska .
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The Council's data analysis showed that:
- More than twice as many felons were returned to Anchorage than from any other location in the state.
- Anchorage felons had the highest rates of rearrest and re-conviction. Within one year, 34% of returned Anchorage felons
were rearrested. Within two years, 46% were rearrested.
The Council recommended that an Anchorage target could help maximize the effectiveness of the state's efforts to reduce
recidivism in Alaska. Since many offenders return to other communities after reentering in Anchorage, the proposed reentry
program in Anchorage could have statewide benefit.

Project Timeline:
To be decided depending on available funds.

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Partners for Progress

Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name:
Title:
Address:

Janet McCabe
Chair
406 G St # 302
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Phone Number: 272-2119
Email:
fillymcc@aol.com
Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority?

Yes X No
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Core Purpose
Housing for the Homeless and Solutions for Homelessness

MAT·SU COALITION
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AND HOMELESSNESS

Core Values
Advocacy I Credibility I Cooperation

I Partnerships

Core Service
Advocating for sustainable community solutions to homelessness in the Mat-Su Borough

To whom it may concern:
The Mat-Su Coalition on Housing and Homelessness strongly supports the CAPSIS project
entitled: Partners for Progress; Reducing Criminal Recidivism in Anchorage, a

Multi-Agency Transitional Housing Model.
The proposed increment will make it possible to continue a small, well-tested program and take
it to a scale that will significantly reduce recidivism among homeless ex-offenders reentering the
community in Anchorage.
By investing $600,000 per year in this program, Alaska will save approximately five times that
much in the cost of incarceration. The cumulative effect of keeping 120 people out of prison on
an ongoing basis, starting with an additional group of about 120 each year, will help slow the
statewide rate of incarceration and postpone the date when the State must construct a new prison.
Reducing the rate of recidivism in Anchorage will have widespread benefits throughout the
South Central region. This project is a proven way to reduce the multiple costs associated with
recidivism.
By investing the money for this program in FY14, the State will save many times that
amount in future years.
Sincerely,

David A. Rose
Director
Mat-Su Coalition on Housing and Homelessness
907-232-4450

907-232-4450

MSCHH.org

matsuhousing@gmail.com

