The Eyak Corporation
615 E. 82nd Ave, Suite 300
Anchorage, AK 99518
Phone: (907) 334-6971
Fax: (907) 334-6973

_________________________________________________________________________________________

September 25, 2018

Katrina Hoffman, President & CEO
Prince William Sound Science Center
300 Breakwater Ave
Cordova, AK 99574

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Re: A New Campus for the Prince William Sound Science Center

Dear Ms. Hoffman:
The Eyak Corporation (Eyak) is the Alaska Native Village Corporation for the Eastern Prince
William Sound, Cordova and Copper River area established pursuant to the Alaska Native Claims
Settlement Act. We have 550 shareholders, with approximately 100 living in Cordova. We are
pleased to submit this letter of support for the Prince William Sound Science Center’s (PWSCC)
efforts to build a new campus in Cordova.
Eyak was on the frontlines of the Exxon Valdez disaster and we have witnessed first-hand the
many scientific and research and education projects performed by the PWSSC. With the PWSSC’s
current lease expiring in 2021, time is of the essence in acquiring a new campus along the
waterfront in Cordova. We have had positive discussions with PWSSC on co-locating offices in
Cordova, on a parcel adjacent to one we are leasing, which has access to seawater for a heat pump.
A significant lead contribution by the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council to the PWSSC’s
capital campaign will engage foundations, corporations, and individuals to raise the funds needed
to complete the project. The PWSSC has been a significant contributor to the resiliency and
recovery of the Prince William Sound. With a new campus, the PWSSC will be positioned to
continue those efforts for the benefit of the Prince William Sound ecosysytem and communities.
Sincerely,
The Eyak Corporation

Rod Worl
Chief Executive Officer

Nancy C. Barnes
President

Martin Parsons
Board Chairman

September 24, 2018
Exxon Valdez Oil Spill Trustee Council
c/o Elise Hsieh, Executive Director
4230 University Drive, Suite 220
Anchorage, AK 99508
The purpose of this letter is to support Prince William Sound Science Center
(PWSSC) in its request for funding assistance for a new facility located in Cordova,
Alaska.
The City of Cordova approved the sale of 5 waterfront acres at Shelter Cove for
PWSSC’s new facility. The City has informed the Science Center that their lease will
not be renewed after December 2021. The PWSSC must steadily and deliberately
progress forward with their relocation plans. Early financial support from EVOSTC
could be leveraged by the Science Center’s capital campaign to help them reach their
goal timely.
Understanding recovery from the Exxon Valdez Oil Spill requires the long-term
research and monitoring in which PWSSC has specialized. PWSSC has significantly
increased understanding of the physical, chemical, and biological structure and
function of Prince William Sound and its relationship to the Gulf of Alaska, defining
factors affecting injured resources and the status of injured and unrecovered
resources in the EVOS affected area. New Facilities will reinforce EVOSTC’s enduring
legacy of recovery in Prince William Sound by providing EVOS research, education,
and restoration opportunities for decades to come.
Copper River Prince William Sound Marketing Association has had opportunities to
work with and contract with PWSSC and we look forward to an ongoing partnership
well into the future. New state of the art facilities will allow this partnership to
thrive.
Sincerely,

Christa Hoover
Executive Director, CR/PWSMA

