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Named Recipient Grant - Voice of the Arctic Inupiat

VOICE is a 501(c)(4) non-profit corporation whose twenty-four members include the representatives of federally-recognized
tribes, municipal governments, Alaska Native corporations, the regional health-nonprofit, and the tribal college from the North
Slope of Alaska. VOICE works on behalf of the Arctic region to promote and advocate issues for the benefit of regional
communities.

Chevak School Fire Remediation

On Sunday, March 7, 2021, the old, unused school building in the community of Chevak caught fire, and the structure was
destroyed. During the subsequent investigation it was identified that two community members were unaccounted for, and
believed to be under the structure during the fire. During the initial site investigation by Department of Public Safety (DPS), the
site conditions including the roof structure on top of the debris made the search field unsafe for DPS investigators to continue
the search for the two individuals without logistical support. This request would provide funding support to Chevak for the
proper disposal of fire debris containing asbestos at the site, not to exceed $2.5M.
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Endangered Species Act - Legal and Research Needs to Protect State Right to Manage

This capital project provides funds to fight unnecessary Endangered Species Act (ESA) actions. It will help the state to avoid
federal ESA regulatory burdens and maintain the state’s right to manage fish and wildlife. This project enables the state’s legal
and scientific engagement on ESA issues.

This amendment increases the general fund appropriation by $3M for a total of $4M.
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RS2477 Access Development - Advancing State's Rights in navigability and Revised Statute 2477

This project would allow the Department of Natural Resources to pursue additional research, in-depth field work and, as
necessary, litigation to secure upland access to natural resources and for the public. This effort critically assists in fulfilling the
state constitutional mandate to make resources “available for maximum use consistent with the public interest.” RS 2477
investigation and confirmation is managed by the Public Access Assertion and Defense (PAAD) Unit within the DNR Division
of Mining, L.and and Water. RS 2477s are a distinct category of responsibility from the navigability work that the Unit pursues.
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