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Component: Foster Care Augmented Rate

Contribution to Department's Mission

Provide for the cost to care for foster children with physical, developmental, and mental disabilities, in addition to the
already provided foster care base rate.

Core Services

 Reimburses foster care providers for extraordinary costs and higher levels of supervision, not otherwise covered
by the Foster Care Base Rate program.

Major Component Accomplishments in 2025

In fiscal year (FY) 2025, the Office of Children's Services (OCS) provided difficulty-of-care augmented rate
benefits to 448 children who were determined to receive Intensive and/or Difficulty of Care augmented rates
based on needs or behaviors which require more intensive care and supervision from the caregiver. In FY2025,
the OCS provided intensive augmented rate benefits to 543 children who qualified for waiver services.

Key Component Challenges 

 For FY2025, the increased minimum wage resulted in a 10 percent increase to the daily rate for augmented
rates 1-3 given to providers. Minimum wage is again set to increase by $1 in 2026 and 2027. This will
increase augmented rates 1-3 by 7.14 percent in 2026 and another 6.7 percent on for 2027.

 With the centralization of the foster care augmented rate assessment process, OCS continues to see an
increase in the number of children eligible for a difficulty of care foster care augmentation. This increase has
resulted in a significant growth in the cost of care.

 OCS continues to experience an increase in the number of children receiving an intensive augmented
rate. The intensive augmentation may be necessary while the youth is on a Medicaid Intellectual and/or
Developmental Disabilities waiver when waiver services are unavailable in the child’s location. OCS is
also experiencing an increase in the number of children with complex needs, making it difficult to find
placements.

 OCS continues to see an increase in caregiver requests for Difficulty of Care (DOC) augmented rates.
Augmented rates must reflect actual difficulty experienced by the caregiver, such as out-of-pocket expenses,
missed work or lost income, disrupted activities or routines, or significant impacts on household functioning.
Caregivers also frequently view typical developmental behaviors as “difficult” simply because the child is in
foster care. As a result, many caregivers pursue first-level reviews or evidentiary hearings due to disagreeing
with OCS assessments. For families pursuing adoption or guardianship, some attorneys advise seeking
higher augmented rates to maximize subsidies, which has, in some cases, delayed permanency or
discouraged caregivers from finalizing permanency when the anticipated rate is not granted.

Significant Changes in Results to be Delivered in FY2027

OCS will continue to perform the annual analysis and evaluation of foster care augmented rates to ensure that the
foster care augmented rates continue to meet the needs of children in care.

Statutory and Regulatory Authority

AS 47.06 Duties of department
AS 47.10 Children in Need of Aid
AS 47.14.100 Powers and Duties of Department Over Care of Child
AS 47.17 Child Protection
AS 47.40 Purchase of Services
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7 AAC 53, Article 1 Child Foster Care Payment Rates and Difficulty-of-Care Augmentation
7 AAC 53, Article 3 Children in Custody or Under Supervision: Needs and Income

Title IV-E of the Social Security Act

Contact Information

Contact: Marian Sweet, Administrative Services Director
Phone: (907) 465-1613
E-mail: marian.sweet@alaska.gov
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RDU:
Component:

Children's Services (486)

Department of Family and Community Services
Component Detail All Funds (1077)

Foster Care Augmented Rate (3316) Formula Component
IRIS AP Type: K037
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0.0%0.0Totals

1000 Personal Services

5000 Capital Outlay

2000 Travel
3000 Services
4000 Commodities

7000 Grants, Benefits
8000 Miscellaneous

FY2026 Management Plan vs
FY2027 Governor

FY2025 Actuals
(23426)

FY2027 Governor
Adjusted Base (23490)

FY2027 Governor
(23629)

FY2026 Enrolled
(23165)

FY2026 Authorized
(23196)

FY2026 Management
Plan (23225)

1002 Fed Rcpts (Fed) 882.5 882.5 882.5 882.5 882.5787.4 0.0%0.0
1003 GF/Match (UGF) 1,441.4 1,441.4 1,441.4 1,441.4 1,441.4725.0 0.0%0.0
1004 Gen Fund (UGF) 2,000.0 2,000.0 2,000.0 2,000.0 2,000.03,638.0 0.0%0.0
1037 GF/MH (UGF) 500.0 500.0 500.0 500.0 500.00.0 0.0%0.0

Funding Totals:
Unrestricted General (UGF)

Designated General (DGF)
Other

Federal
Positions:
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Permanent Part Time
Non Permanent
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4,363.0 3,941.4 3,941.4 3,941.4 3,941.4 3,941.4 0.0 0.0%

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0%
787.4 882.5 882.5 882.5 882.5 882.5 0.0 0.0%
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Change Record Detail - Multiple Scenarios with Descriptions
Department of Family and Community Services

Component: Foster Care Augmented Rate (3316)
RDU: Children's Services (486)

Scenario/Change
Record Title

Trans
Type

Totals Personal
Services

Travel Services Commodities Capital Outlay Grants, Benefits Miscellaneous PFT PPT NP

FY2027 Governor Released December 11, 2025 (rev)
Department of Family and Community Services

*****************************************   Changes From FY2026 Enrolled To FY2026 Authorized   *****************************************
FY2026 Enrolled

Enrolled 4,823.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4,823.9 0.0 0 0 0
1002 Fed Rcpts 882.5
1003 GF/Match 1,441.4
1004 Gen Fund 2,000.0
1037 GF/MH 500.0

4,823.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4,823.9 0.0 0 0 0

*****************************************   Changes From FY2027 Governor Adjusted Base To FY2027 Governor   *****************************************

4,823.9 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 4,823.9 0.0 0 0 0
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Line Item Detail (1676)
Department of Family and Community Services

Grants, Benefits
Component: Foster Care Augmented Rate (3316)

FY2027 Governor Released December 11, 2025 (rev)
Department of Family and Community Services

Line
Number Line Name

FY2025 Actuals FY2026
Management Plan

FY2027 Governor

7000 Grants, Benefits 5,150.4 4,823.9 4,823.9

Object Class Servicing Agency Explanation FY2025 Actuals FY2026
Management Plan

FY2027 Governor

7000 Grants, Benefits Detail
Totals

5,150.4 4,823.9 4,823.9

7002 Benefits Reimbursements to foster care
providers for extraordinary costs and
higher levels of supervision not
covered by the Foster Care Base
Rate program. These costs include
(but not limited to) difficulty of care
maintenance payments, teen
parent/baby services and
equipment, and the costs of care for
medically fragile children.

5,150.4 4,823.9 4,823.9
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Revenue Detail (1681)
Department of Family and Community Services

Component: Foster Care Augmented Rate (3316)

FY2027 Governor Released December 11, 2025 (rev)
Department of Family and Community Services

Revenue Type (OMB Fund Code)
   Revenue Source Component Comment FY2025 Actuals

FY2026
Management Plan FY2027 Governor

5002 Fed Rcpts (1002 Fed Rcpts) 787.4 882.5 882.5
5019 Federal - Miscellaneous Grants Title IV-E of the Social Security Act

- federal reimbursement based on
allowable expenses. 
Title IV-E of the Social Security Act
- federal reimbursement based on
allowable expenses.

787.4 882.5 882.5

6003 G/F Match (1003 GF/Match) 725.0 1,441.4 1,441.4
6103 Match - Miscellaneous General fund match. 725.0 1,441.4 1,441.4

6004 Gen Fund (1004 Gen Fund) 3,638.0 2,000.0 2,000.0
6047 General Fund - Miscellaneous General funds. 3,638.0 2,000.0 2,000.0

6037 GF/MH (1037 GF/MH) 0.0 500.0 500.0
6123 General Fund Mental Health -

Miscellaneous
General fund mental health. 0.0 500.0 500.0
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