Alaska Marine Salmon Program FY2027 Request: $825,000

Reference No: 64777
AP/AL: Appropriation Project Type: Research / Studies / Planning
Category: Development
Location: Statewide House District: Statewide (HD 1 - 40)
Impact House District: Statewide (HD 1 - 40) Contact: Forrest Bowers

Estimated Project Dates: 07/01/2026 - 06/30/2029 Contact Phone: (907)465-6139

Brief Summary and Statement of Need:

Many systems in Alaska are experiencing poor returns of salmon, including Chinook salmon stocks
statewide, Western Alaska chum salmon stocks, and others. Available information frequently points
to poor marine survival attributed to changing ocean conditions driving poor returns and reducing the
sustainable harvest available to Alaskans. It is critical to have resources to participate in marine
research efforts in the Bering Sea and Gulf of Alaska.

Funding: FY2027 FY2028 FY2029 FY2030 FY2031 FY2032 Total
1004 Gen $825,000 $825,000 $850,000 $850,000 $3,350,000
Fund
Total: $825,000 $825,000 $850,000 $850,000 $0 $0 $3,350,000
I” State Match Required [~ One-Time Project [~ Phased - new " Phased - underway ¥ Ongoing
0% = Minimum State Match % Required I Amendment [ Mental Health Bill
Operating & Maintenance Costs: Amount Staff
Project Development: 0 0
Ongoing Operating: 0 1
One-Time Startup: 0
Totals: 0 1

Prior Funding History / Additional Information:
Sec1 Ch12 SLA2025 P4 L30 SB 57 $800,000
Sec1 Ch8 SLA2024 P12 L12 SB 187 $1,300,000
Sec14 Ch1 SLA2023 P89 L11 HB 39 $1,150,000
Sec11 Ch11 SLA2022 P89 L27 HB281 $1,150,000

The request has decreased from the prior years due to the addition of the Research Vessel (R/V)
Equinox as charter services are no longer required to complete necessary surveys.

Project Description/Justification:

Ongoing survey efforts have pinpointed survival bottlenecks in salmon populations, assessed health
metrics that may be early indicators of poor marine survival, and collected abundance data for
forecasting tools that can predict run sizes up to three years in the future.
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